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We are saddened by the news that Tony Pawson prematurely
passed away on August 7th at the age of 60. The scientiﬁc commu-
nity is much poorer today.
Many of the readers of this journal do not need to be reminded
of Tony’s achievements over the past 20 years and of their impact
on the shaping of our present model of the mechanisms underlying
information processing in cells. His discoveries and ideas have rev-
olutionized our understanding of how cells work and laid ground-
work that facilitated numerous discoveries by many other
scientists.
In essence, his seminal discovery was the identiﬁcation of a
small self-contained protein structure, the SH2 domain, which is
present in various signaling proteins, and responsible for docking
two molecules when the target protein is phosphorylated on tyro-
sine. Later, he and others extended this initial observation to a vari-
ety of protein module families thereby contributing to decipher a
recognition code that modulates spatially and temporally the
assembly of protein complexes in response to extracellular and
intracellular cues. When this communication network is affected,
it ultimately leads to diseases such as cancer and diabetes. Tony’s
insights led to the development of drugs that target some of these
docking sites. Several of today’s most effective targeted cancer
therapies are based on his work.
His body of work ranks amongst the most highly cited and
he has been recognized through numerous awards, including the
prestigious Kyoto award. Had he lived longer, many of us believe
he would have been awarded a Nobel Prize.http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.febslet.2013.11.001He has been one of the most productive scientists, in recent
years, and his creativity, productivity and ability to motivate col-
leagues was just as strong as ever. This somehow ended two years
ago when his wife Maggie died of lung cancer and it became more
difﬁcult for him to focus on science. He never fully recovered from
this loss.
However, these impressive achievements do not fully explain
why so many of us miss him and are so profoundly saddened from
his untimely departure. I ﬁrst met Tony approximately a decade
ago at the Lunenfeld Research Institute in Toronto, where I was in-
vited to give a seminar. I remember Tony inviting me into his ofﬁce
to ask my opinion about an interesting signaling mechanism he
had just uncovered. He was swiftly drawing circles and lines on a
black board to represent his ideas about how this new evidence
would affect cell communication. I remember having initial difﬁ-
culties to follow his fast reasoning but then adjusted to his pace
of thinking and enjoyed his enthusiastic presentation of novel con-
nections within the signaling space. Tony was the one who saw the
bigger picture most clearly. Although, on that occasion, I felt a bit
overwhelmed with the new data, he realized that and in his innate
sensitivity quickly changed the subject asking me about the details
of my work and making valuable suggestions that I was able to fol-
low up once back in Italy.
More recently I interacted with him as a member of the Protein
Module Consortium (PMC) whose formation was inspired by Tony.
For the past decade, with the support of FEBS, the PMC has orga-
nized regular biannual meetings in Seefeld, in the Austrian Alps.
The atmosphere of these meetings, which leaves large space for
informal interactions, helped me to see Tony from a different, more
personal, perspective. Despite being clearly recognized as the lea-
der in that community he has always been very open and
approachable. He socialized with everybody providing advice to
students and postdocs. He was not reluctant to share ideas and
unpublished results and gladly acknowledged and appreciated
the work of others. He was brilliant but at the same time humble
and kind. The next Seefeld meeting planned for September 2014
will be held in his honor.
Those of us who had the opportunity to get to know Tony per-
sonally are especially saddened today to realize that we have lost a
friend and colleague.
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